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TO AMEMBASSY MANILA IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 031434 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS: PINS, MASS, RP 

SUBJECT:MARCOS STATEMENT RE ARMS REQUEST 

1. UPI REPORTS MARCOS SPEECH TO POLITICAL MEETING IN 
LUCENA CITY ON FEBRUARY 1 1 IN WHICH HE REPORTEDLY STATED 
HE HAD REPEATEDLY SOUGHT U.S. AID TO QUELL THE MUSLIM 
REVOLT BUT AMERICANS HAVE GIVEN ONLY TOKEN ARMS ASSISTANCE. 

2. STATEMENT MAY BOLSTER OUR POSITION OF NON-INVOLVEMENT 
IN MUSLIM SITUATION IN PHILIPPINES BUT BY SAME TOKEN MAY 
MAKE IT SOMEWHAT MORE DIFFICULT TO HANDLE MELCHOR REQUEST. 

3. CAN EMBASSY SHED ANY LIGHT ON WHAT MARCOS SPECIFICALLY 
HAD IN MIND OR WHAT HIS MOTIVES WERE IN MAKING STATEMENT? 

4. REQUEST REPLY BY OPENING OF BUSINESS FEBRUARY 12 
WASHINGTON TIME AS WE EXPECT PRESS INQUIRIES AT NOON 
BRIEFING. 
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